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the reputation of being inaccessible to flattery, incapable of
party-feeling, impregnable in integrity, inconspicuous in
morals, inexhaustible in capacity for business and in knowl-
edge of canon-law. In 1446, the Lord Eugenius P.P. IV
restored the Hospital of the Confraternity of Santo Spirito,
in the Region of Borgc, to something of its pristine glory;
and He undertook to contribute a yearly sum whereby its
usefulness among the poor and needy might be maintained.
The pontifical example of practical Christian charity set a
fashion for the cardinals of the curia. The quaint Bull
containing the subscribers' names is signed by
7, Eugenius, The Bishop of the Catholic Church,
and by nine cardinals, of whom the last is
/, the Cardinal of Valencia, Presbyter of the Title of
Santi Quattro Coronati.
Cardinal de Borja assisted at the election of the succeed\
ing Pontiff, the Lord Nicholas P.P. V; at Whose death,
in 1455, the prediction of St. Vincent Ferrer was fulfilled.
At the time of His elevation to the Supreme Pontificate,
<!he Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill was a feeble old man of the
age of seventy-seven years. His duties, as Governor of the
Bastard of Naples, as Bishop of Valencia, as Orator of
King to Pope, as Plenipotentiary between Pope and King,
as Counsellor of King, as Cardinal-Counsellor of Pope, and
his ceaseless studies in jurisprudence and canon-law, had
worn away the bodily strength of him—the perishable thin
scabbard that hid steel indomitable and keen.
Outside the Vatican very diverse opinions were enter-
tained of Him. His long connection with King Don Alonso
L caused anxiety, suspicion, and jealousy, among the
powers of Italy. They were always disgusted, those
Powers, to find the Pope on easy terms with a temporal
sovereign, with one of themselves; and the Magnanimous

